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“SHEEP IN THE MIDST
OF WOLVES”

Cody Damron

INTRODUCTION1

In 1 Thessalonians 5:21, our Lord commands us: “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good.” With this in mind, I encourage you to
honestly consider the things we will examine in this chapter. With
much prayer, follow the path the Bereans did as they “searched the
scriptures daily” so that you may authenticate the things discussed here
(Acts 17:11).

In Matthew 10, we find the naming of the original twelve apostles
of Jesus Christ (vv. 1-4). Beginning in verse five, Jesus sends them
forth to preach to the lost of Israel with varied instructions.

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go
not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samari-
tans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is
at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out
devils: freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither gold,
nor silver, nor brass in your purses, Nor scrip for your journey,
neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman
is worthy of his meat. And into whatsoever city or town ye shall
enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go
thence. And when ye come into an house, salute it. And if the
house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not
worthy, let your peace return to you. And whosoever shall not
receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that
house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto
you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
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Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city (Mt. 10:5-
15).

This leads us into the specific reference of the lesson at hand, Matthew
10:16. We see the following:

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of
men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will
scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall be brought before
governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them
and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought
how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same
hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. And the brother
shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and
the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to
be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's
sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. But when
they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I
say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till
the Son of man be come. The disciple is not above his master,
nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that
he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall
they call them of his household? Fear them not therefore: for
there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that
shall not be known (Mt. 10:16-26).

Our Lord continues the discussion with:

What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye
hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. And fear not
them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them
shall not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are
of more value than many sparrows. Whosoever therefore shall
confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men,
him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. Think
not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the
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daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes
shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that
taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.
He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for
my sake shall find it. He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that receiveth
a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's
reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a
righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And
whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup
of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto
you, he shall in no wise lose his reward (Mt. 10:27-42).

Let us take this opportunity to study and understand what our Lord
and Savior describes concerning the “sheep in the midst of wolves.” In
this, and all studies, let us give diligence “to shew [ourselves] approved
unto God, [workmen] that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

SHEEP

One of the best ways to understand a certain word in the Bible is to
look at how it is used throughout the Scriptures. The word “sheep” is
found more than 170 times in the sacred text of our Lord (140 times in
the Old Testament; 39 times in the New Testament). Consider first the
uses of this word in the Old Testament.

We are first introduced to the term “sheep” in the Biblical account
of Cain and Abel. There we read: “Abel was a keeper of sheep” (Gen.
4:2). We then see that sheep were part of the exchange between
Abraham and Abimelech in Genesis 20-21. In Genesis 29:5-14, we find
sheep mentioned with the meeting of Jacob and Rachel. Sheep were
also included in the plague upon the Egyptian animals in Exodus 9.
God had the Israelites use sheep without blemish in some of their
sacrifices to Him (Ex.-Deut.). In Deuteronomy 18:3-4, Moses records
that portions of the sheep were to be given to the priests as part of their
due from the people. In the account of the fall of Jericho, once the walls
fell the people “utterly destroyed” everything including the sheep (Josh.
6:21). Although God had commanded that Saul destroy everything of
the Amalekites, including the sheep, Saul sinned in sparing “the best of
the sheep” and more to offer as a sacrifice to the Lord (1 Sam. 15).
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At this point, let us consider some of the characteristics of sheep.
Sheep are generally led, not driven (Ps. 78:52). Without a shepherd,
sheep tend to scatter (1 Kgs. 22:17; 2 Chr. 18:16; Jer. 50:17; Zech.
13:7). A true shepherd loves and cares for his sheep, and will look for
his sheep if they go astray (Ezek. 34:11-12; Lk. 15:4-6), as they will do
occasionally (Ps. 119:176; Isa. 53:6; Jer. 50:6). Being harmless
creatures, sheep are to be cared for (1 Sam. 25:16; 17:15). Sheep are
useful to provide some of the basics of life: food (Deut. 14:4) and
clothing (Job 31:20; 1 Sam. 25:4).

The first time the term “sheep” is used in reference to God’s people
is in Numbers 27:17—“Which may go out before them, and which may
go in before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring
them in; that the congregation of the Lord be not as sheep which have
no shepherd.” Another reference to sheep in this light is found in
2 Samuel 24:17. There, we read:

And David spake unto the Lord when he saw the angel that
smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done
wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand,
I pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house.

Here, David is pleading to the Lord for punishment to be his alone and
not on the people of God (cf. 1 Chr. 21:17). In 1 Kings 22, Micaiah
prophesied to the kings of Israel and Judah. The kings did not want to
hear it, but Micaiah spoke the truth from God that all Israel would be
“scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd” (1 Kgs.
22:17), just as was the case in 2 Chronicles 18:16. In Psalm 79:13, we
read: “So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks
for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations.” See also
Psalm 95:7 and 100:3 for similar wording. It should also be noted that
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, was likened to “a sheep before her
shearers” (Isa. 53:7).

Although the bulk of the uses of this word are in the Old Testa-
ment, the use of the word “sheep” is also found in the New Testament.
In Matthew 7:15, we find that false prophets will disguise themselves
in sheep’s clothing, even though they are ravening wolves. There our
Lord makes an analogy of a sheep (representing that which is good,
innocent and harmless) versus a wolf (representing that which is sinful,
false and dangerous). In many Old Testament cases, we found that
when sheep had no shepherd they scattered. This is also true of God’s
people, as shown in Matthew 9:36, Mark 6:34 and 14:27.



42 “Sheep in the Midst of Wolves”

We see the importance of the sheep to the shepherd in Luke 15:4-6.
Thus, it is no surprise to see that Jesus is referred to as the Shepherd of
Christians in John 10. Regarding Christ being our great Shepherd,
consider also Hebrews 13:20 and 1 Peter 2:25.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door
into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is
a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep
hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and
leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his
voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from
him: for they know not the voice of strangers. This parable spake
Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were
which he spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto them again,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that
ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did
not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth
his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming,
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them,
and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an
hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd,
and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father
knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life
for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd. Therefore doth my Father
love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment have I received of my Father. There was a
division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. And
many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye
him? Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a
devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? And it was at
Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And
Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. Then came the
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Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou
make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus
answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I
do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe
not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me (Jn.
10:1-27).

In our text, Matthew 10, we see two references to sheep. Jesus
refers to the lost of Israel as “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt.
10:6; cf. Mt. 15:24). In Matthew 10:16, Jesus says: “Behold, I send you
forth as sheep in the midst of wolves.” Jesus sent the apostles out to
preach to the “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Then, He exhorts:
“[B]e ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves” (Mt.
10:16). Jesus wanted them to go out with caution and wisdom, yet
remain simple and innocent.

Consider Galatians 5:22-23—“But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.” The Word of God produces
the above qualities, which in turn are needed to convert others. “But
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). Meekness is bridled strength and
humility, while fear is awe or respect. The sheep are those who would
with humility and gentleness proclaim boldly the Truth of the Gospel
to the world.

WOLVES

As above, let us search the Scriptures to see what we can learn
about wolves. Some form of the word is found twelve times in the
Word of God. The first instance of this word is in Genesis 49:27. We
then see those that are likened to ravening wolves in Ezekiel 22:27. In
Habakkuk 1:8, the prophet notes that wolves are fierce creatures. We
find also that wolves are mentioned as being night creatures (Zeph.
3:3).

Matthew 7:15 informs us that false prophets will “come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” John 10:12
says that wolves can scare away hired help that is supposed to be
protecting sheep. Paul warns the Ephesian elders about those that
would be burdensome on the efforts of the church in Acts 20:29,
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stressing: “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.”

Jesus sent His apostles “forth as sheep in the midst of wolves” (Mt.
10:16). Wolves are nocturnal, creatures of darkness. They are never
mentioned in a positive light. Wolves are like those in sin who take
pleasure in darkness (Jn. 8:12; 1 Jn. 2:11). They tend to travel in packs
and are troublesome to shepherds and to sheep. 2 Peter 2:1 reads: “But
there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be
false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves
swift destruction.” The wolves here are those that would cause trouble
for the spread of the Gospel and for those spreading it.

SHEEP IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES

As the apostles did in the first century, we must despise that which
is in darkness while trying to take the Truth to those in it (1 Thess. 5:5).
We must not seek the harm of sinners, but rather we should love them
(Mt. 5:44). No matter how much they challenge or despise the Gospel,
we must seek their highest good, an eternity in Heaven.

Understanding something of what the Bible says about wolves and
sheep, let us consider some Scriptural examples of “sheep in the midst
of wolves.” These will come from the Old and New Testaments.

Job

Job was a man of God. God gave Satan permission to afflict Job to
show that he would remain faithful even without the pleasantries of this
life (Job 1:7-12). Satan, in turn, took everything physical away from
Job except his wife and his life. Job’s wife urged him to “curse God,
and die” (Job 2:9). Job’s friends, although thinking they were being
helpful, actually discouraged him in their efforts to get him to believe
that he had sin in his life.

Like Job in his dealings with his wife and friends, we must not let
others, even those closest to us, convince us to do anything other than
what God would have us to do (Lk. 14:26). This includes a spouse. No
matter the choices of our spouse, we must choose to do right (1 Pet.
3:1-2).

Noah

In Genesis 6-8, Noah was commanded by God to build an ark to
save his family, and any others who would heed God’s warning, from
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the coming destruction of the world through the flood. He preached for
more than 100 years while he was building the ark, yet converted no
one (1 Pet. 3:20-21). Picture in your mind those who mocked and
rejected him, his family, and his efforts.

Like Noah, we must learn to be patient and longsuffering toward
those in sin (2 Tim. 4:2). We may preach a lifetime and not see anyone
converted; yet, we must realize that our mission is to plant the seed and
water it. Should there be any, God will provide the increase (1 Cor.
3:6). Consider also that the path to Heaven is a narrow and lightly
traveled path (Mt. 7:13-14). We must not allow ourselves to be
overcome with discouragement or loneliness. God is on the side of
every Christian (Rom. 8:31). That is sufficient (Phil. 4:13). Still, we do
have one another for edification (Heb. 10:24-25).

Joseph

Joseph’s brothers schemed together and sold him into slavery, all
the while making Joseph’s father think he was dead (Gen. 37). Joseph
continued to walk upright. In Genesis 38, we find that Joseph was made
head of the house of Potiphar. Because of the schemes and lies of
Potiphar’s wife, Potiphar was led to think that Joseph attempted to
commit adultery with her (Gen. 39). Potiphar had Joseph cast into
prison where Joseph continued to walk upright. From prison, a low
point in his life, God providentially brought Joseph to be second in
command of all Egypt, where he was not only of benefit to the
Egyptians, but where he was also able to save his family (Gen. 40-50).

Like Joseph, we must learn to continue to choose to be right with
God no matter how good or bad the circumstances are around us. Paul
records that we will suffer persecution if we live godly lives (2 Tim.
3:12). We must learn to turn the lemons this world gives us into
lemonade. And, we must use every circumstance given us to bring
glory to God.

Moses

Moses grew up as a part of a people who were not his own (Ex. 1-
2). He became great in the nation of Egypt, all the while his true people
suffered as slaves. Once he was confronted by God to be His spokes-
man, Moses was sent forth as a sheep in the midst of wolves. Moses
was to follow the guidance of God and work to get His people freed
from the clutches of Egypt. Throughout this period of Moses’ efforts,
the Egyptians mocked him for standing against them and making great
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claims, while the very ones he was attempting to save despised him for
making more work for them (Ex. 5:5-23).

Like Moses, we cannot let the overwhelming opposition deter us
from our efforts to deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts,” so that we
can “live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world” (Tit.
2:12). Moses shows us that faith in God leads one to complete
submission to His will, no matter the physical or emotional cost (Heb.
11:23-29).

Joshua And Caleb

In Numbers 13:30-33, the twelve spies gave their report about the
prospect of moving into the promised land (cf. Num. 14:6-9). Joseph
and Caleb said: “Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well
able to overcome it.” However, the other spies looked on the physical
prowess and might of the people of the land and failed to trust that God
would see them victorious no matter the opponent. They said: “We be
not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we”
(Num. 13:31).

Like Joshua and Caleb, as we walk in the light of our Lord (1 Jn.
1:7), let us have no doubts about God’s promises. God cannot lie (Tit.
1:2). We can have full assurance in Him and His Word. Only when we
fully trust in God can we truly follow in the steps of Jesus. We will
certainly face those who are opponents of Jesus, His church, and the
Gospel. They may seem too strong for us, but we can and will be
victorious when we follow God and put our trust in Him (Phil. 4:13;
Rom. 8:31). “[T]he Lord is with us: fear them not” (Num. 14:9).

Daniel

King Darius thought to set Daniel over the whole realm. This
caused the other leaders to seek ...

... to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but
they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was
faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. Then
said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this
Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his
God (Dan. 6:1-5).

Daniel’s detractors caused the king to sign a decree forbidding petitions
to anyone other than the king for 30 days. Nevertheless, Daniel
continued his prayers to the Lord. The leaders spied on him to catch
him breaking the decree. Although the king upheld the ruling and cast
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Daniel into the lions’ den, he told Daniel: “Thy God whom thou servest
continually, he will deliver thee” (Dan. 6:16).

Multiple lessons can be gleaned from this account. First, we see
that Daniel was an upright man that was found blameless in all things
(Phil. 2:15). Second, we find that despite a civil decree, Daniel
continued to obey God and petition Him in prayer. Daniel was not
putting on a rebellious act just for show, he simply continued his efforts
to follow the Lord (Col. 3:17, 23). Another noteworthy point is that
Daniel’s character and godliness were so well-known that a king knew
Daniel would be saved from the lions in the lions’ den by the God of
Heaven. Could the same be said of you and me? Does God get the
proper glory in our lives (1 Pet. 4:16)?

David

 In 1 Samuel 17, we find another instance of a sheep in the midst
of wolves. There a giant Philistine challenged God’s people. But none
would stand in his path. A young keeper of sheep, David, rose to the
occasion (1 Sam. 17:32, 37). David did this in the face of criticism and
mockery. Yet, with God on his side, David slew the giant with his sling
(1 Sam. 17:45-51).

Consider also the time of king Saul. Although the spirit of the Lord
was with David, Saul on many occasions sought to do him harm
(1 Sam. 16:12-14; 18:11; 23:7, 14). Yet, David did not dare harm the
anointed of the Lord (1 Sam. 24:6).

Although David was continually pointed away from upholding the
honor of God and maintaining complete faith in Him, he followed and
trusted God (1 Tim. 4:10). He refused to allow God’s glory and majesty
to be attacked (1 Sam. 17:26). Also consider David’s treatment of the
“wolf” Saul. As David, we must not seek to do harm to one of God’s
creation, but rather seek to do them good (Gal. 6:10; Rom. 12:18-21).

Jesus

The greatest example of a sheep in the midst of wolves is Jesus
Christ our Lord. Jesus could have destroyed all of mankind with a
word. Before He ever created man, He knew that we would rebel
against Him, and that He would leave Heaven to become a man and
suffer and die on the cross for us (Eph. 1:3-7; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:5-11;
Rom. 5:7-8). Yet, He created us, came to earth as one of us, lived as
one of us, and died a cruel death for us (Jn. 1:1-3; Heb. 4:14-16). Jesus
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never sinned against God or man. Nonetheless, He was hated because
of the message He brought (1 Pet. 2:21-22).

We must learn what is truly important in this world—preparing
souls for eternity. We are pilgrims and strangers in this world and we
must use what little time is given us to prepare ourselves and others for
eternity (Heb. 11:13; Jas. 4:14). Once we understand that all else is
vanity, we can begin to seek to save as many souls as we can from the
destruction that awaits those “that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 1:8). Just as Jesus did before us, we should
preach and teach the truth in love (Eph. 4:15), no matter the response
we might receive.

The Apostles

The apostles are the subjects to whom Jesus was speaking in
Matthew 10. Jesus sends them forth to proclaim the good news and
make disciples of all nations (Mt. 28:18-20), bring them to salvation.
They would, however, be hated for Jesus’ sake (Lk. 6:22; 1 Jn. 3:13).
No matter their attempts to teach the Truth, different types of “soils”
exist, which means there will be varied responses to the Gospel (Lk. 8).
In Acts 5, the Jewish authorities charged the apostles to cease proclaim-
ing Jesus’ message. The apostles chose to do right and to remain
faithful to God, even in the face of persecutions (Acts 5:28-29). Paul
records the great amount of persecution he faced because of his efforts
to save souls (2 Cor. 11:23-31). Yet, we still find that Paul penned:
“[W]oe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). He also
wrote: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).

Others

As you continue to study the Scriptures, you will find many more
accounts from which to learn. Spend some time in 1 Kings 22 and
absorb the account of Micaiah. Reading through the Major and Minor
Prophets you will find that examples abound. Also see Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in Daniel 3. Studying through the Old
Testament, take time to carefully pore over the account of Elijah and
the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18).

CONCLUSION

I leave you to your prayerful examination and consideration of this
brief study with what the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthian 6:1-18.
There, he said:
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We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye
receive not the grace of God in vain. (For he saith, I have heard
thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I
succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now
is the day of salvation.) Giving no offence in any thing, that the
ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as
the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessi-
ties, in distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in
labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge,
by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love
unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the
armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By
honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as
deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as
dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As
sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich;
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. O ye Corinthi-
ans, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. Ye are
not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels.
Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my chil-
dren,) be ye also enlarged. Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he
that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty (2 Cor. 6:1-18).

As did the apostles, and as so many others have done, in keeping with
Matthew 10, let us go forth to live and proclaim godliness “as sheep in
the midst of wolves.”

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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